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First Church in Scituate, 

Its Relation to the First ( ongregat 

Church of Modern Times. 

AM true Congregatidhalists look ta 
New Testament as the origin of the 
gregatonal form of church govern 
Christ established bis church upon by 
as “the chief corner stone,” pr 
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ties, in Jerasalem and in the serrow 
cities and countries, which for a time 
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a thousand years, Pore Congregat 
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of Queen Mary 1653—155% the Per 
of owt fathers began to appear. ln her 
reign, Jobn Roders, minister of the 
pel at London, and some 274 others su 
martyrdom at the stake il Porn 
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dom were quenched. 

Under this state of things, arose the 
Congregaional Church of modern 
collected, organized and established 
celebraied John Robinson. Its me 
originally from England, fled to Holl 
160%, and then to the wilderness of Anw 
1620. The date, and account «f it« fi 
genization if on record, | do not recoll 
have seen, The historian of Scituate 
* Me. Henry Jacob hed established the 
Congregational church i England, at 
don, m the year 1616: u was on the pl 
Rotinson’s at Levden, he ba com 
with Mr. Robinson on the subject" p 
The bistorian of the Congregational ¢ 
ta West Barnstable, Mass, a 
charch of Mr. Jacob s, says 
fret mdependent Congregational churc’ 
der that name, im the world = It 
weed in 1616, in Engiand, princepally tt 
the instrumentality of Rev. Henry J 
who was chosen and constituted its 
pastor.” Without attempting to 
these accounts, in regerd to priority 
the precise order, in these early chure 
hasten to trace some sketches of the 
of the churches organized in 1616 
foundation was laid in the following 
ner — 

After solemn fasting and prayer each 
open confession of bis fanh im Jesus O 
and then standing up together, they 
hands and solemnly covenanted with 
other, in the presence of Almighy G 
walk together rm all bis ways, ordinance 
On account of the violence of persed 
wih whieh this church was assailed, 
pastor comtinued with them only eight 
and then fled to Virginia, 1624, in this 
try where he soon after died. This ¢ 
then chose as their second pastor, Rev 
Lothrop of Barnstable, England. Apr 
1632, Mr. Lothrop and the little by 
whom he ministered, when assembs 
worship ina private dwelling, (Mr 
phrey Barnet's) were surprised by t 
secutors, and only IS of their now 
coped, while 42 were apprehended w 
mie prison, Afier bemg confued f 
years, all were released upon bail, exe 
Mr. Lothrop, for whom no favor cx 
obtained, In the mean time his wile 
snd his children were left in needy a» 
tressing circumstances, At length, 
on condition of leaving the countr 
tained his freedom. In 1634, with 
foar of his church and congregation 
could culleet-—he came to New Es 
and setled im Scituate, Mass, § 
ion 

At that time, the churches at Ply 
Duxbury, and Marshfield, were all 1 
wied iw the colony, The earliest 
tecords of Scituate are lost r 
however hes history of Scituate 
that “Mr. Saston had ministered here (4 
wet ordamed) sometime previous to 
A hoase of public worship also then ¢ 
“Bat achurch was not regularly for 
Guemer settled, and a soci fully 
teed, watil January 18,1634,0.8 , on 
23, 1635, N.S" © By ob 
1. and his 
table for o 
worship a ordinances esta 
order, There 
umon between the earher 
hater: it may therefore be ‘ 
that they emtertamed nearly the same 
1048 seninments, and agreed 
practice, Por the 
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first charch m S&S 
we reler the reader to Neal's History d 
Paritans ; whence it can | 
that theit sentiments in 
of Mr. Robiose L 
perly the founder 
Congregationalists A gitations 
over, soon arose in this « 
the Sutyect of “ baptism,” 
“removing their eting 
woh cow rat , led Me 
1638, with majority of bis people, 
“the greater part of his church, (wen 
male members,” to remove to Borw 
“Mr. L. died in 1655, after having ! 
ple in Barnstable fourteen 
h, organined io Ragland 
removed to Scituate 1634 aad reso 
Probably. They removed to Barnsts 
and continued to prosper under the py 
care of Mr. Walley, and the Russells, 


. Shaw, Pratt, and 


general were 
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